
AP World History 
Summer Assignment, 2019 

 
This summer assignment is due the THIRD DAY of class.   
 

1. Join the Remind group by texting @drambyAP to 81010 
 

2. Complete the SPICE Chart attached using Chapter 4 of Amsco 
(due the 3rd Day of School!) 

 
3. Write Roman Attitudes Towards Christianity DBQ Essay 

a. The typed and printed essay is due the 3rd DAY OF 
SCHOOL! 

b. To help you write this essay, please find the following 
videos on my YouTube Channel: William Dramby: 

i. Dramby on Time of Jesus 
ii. Dramby on DBQ 2017 

1. Also reference the DBQ Essay Rubric (attached) 
iii. Contextualization Funnel Video 
iv. HIPPing 

c. It is expected that students keep their digital copy for 
editing! 

 
4. Contact me with ANY comments / questions at 

bdramby@wyoarea.org or use the Remind App! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Classical Rome SPICE Chart 

	

Social	Structures		

•  Gender roles and relations  
• Family and kinship  
• Racial and ethnic 

constructions  
• Social and economic classes 

	

	

(Political)	State-Building,	
Expansion	and	Conflict		

• Political structures and 
forms of governance  

• Empires  
• Nations and nationalism  
• Revolts and revolutions 
• Regional, transregional, and 

global structures and 
organizations 

	

	

Interaction	Between	Humans	
and	the	Environment	

• Demography and disease 
• Migration 
• Patterns of settlement 

														Technology		

	

	

		

Cultures		

• Religions 
• Belief systems, philosophies 

and ideologies 
• Science and technology 
• The arts and architecture 

 

	

	

Economic	Systems		

• Agricultural and pastoral 
production  

• Trade and commerce  
• Labor systems  
• Industrialization 
• Capitalism and socialism 
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AP History DBQ Rubric (7 points)
Reporting Category Scoring Criteria Decision Rules

A	 THESIS/CLAIM
 (0–1 pt)

1 pt.
Responds to the prompt with a 

historically defensible thesis/claim that 
establishes a line of reasoning.

To earn this point, the thesis must make a claim that 
responds to the prompt rather than restating or 
rephrasing the prompt. The thesis must consist of 
one or more sentences located in one place, either in 
the introduction or the conclusion. 

B	 CONTEXTUALIZATION	
 (0–1 pt)

1 pt.
Describes a broader historical context 

relevant to the prompt.

To earn this point, the response must relate the topic of 
the prompt to broader historical events, developments, 
or processes that occur before, during, or continue after 
the time frame of the question. This point is not awarded 
for merely a phrase or reference.

C EVIDENCE 
 (0–3 pts)

Evidence from the Documents To earn one point, the response must accurately 
describe — rather than simply quote — the content 
from at least three of the documents.
To earn two points, the response must accurately 
describe — rather than simply quote — the content 
from at least six documents. In addition, the response 
must use the content of the documents to support an 
argument in response to the prompt. 

1 pt.
Uses the 

content of at 

least three 

documents to 

address the 

topic of the 

prompt.

OR 2 pts.
Supports an 

argument in 

response to 

the prompt 

using at 

least six 

documents.

Evidence beyond the Documents To earn this point, the response must describe 
the evidence and must use more than a phrase or 
reference. This additional piece of evidence must be 
different from the evidence used to earn the point for 
contextualization.

1 pt.
Uses at least one additional piece of 

the specific historical evidence (beyond 

that found in the documents) relevant to 

an argument about the prompt.

D	 ANALYSIS	AND	
REASONING

 (0–2 pts)

1 pt.
For at least three documents, explains 

how or why the document’s point of 

view, purpose, historical situation, and/or 
audience is relevant to an argument. 

To earn this point, the response must explain how or 
why (rather than simply identifying) the document’s 
point of view, purpose, historical situation, or audience 
is relevant to an argument about the prompt for each of 
the three documents sourced. 

1 pt.
Demonstrates a complex 

understanding of the historical 

development that is the focus of the 

prompt, using evidence to corroborate, 

qualify, or modify an argument that 

addresses the question.

A response may demonstrate a complex 
understanding in a variety of ways, such as:
• Explaining nuance of an issue by analyzing multiple 

variables
• Explaining both similarity and difference, or 

explaining both continuity and change, or 
explaining multiple causes, or explaining both 
cause and effect

• Explaining relevant and insightful connections 
within and across periods 

• Confirming the validity of an argument by 
corroborating multiple perspectives across themes

• Qualifying or modifying an argument by considering 
diverse or alternative views or evidence

This understanding must be part of the argument, not 
merely a phrase or reference.



Ancient Roman Attitudes Toward Christianity 
DBQ Essay 

 
Prompt: Develop an argument that evaluates the expansion of Christianity and the change in Roman 
response to Christianity. 
 
Document #1:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Document #1: Why were these roads built and what was the impact on Christianity  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Document #2   To all Gods beloved in Rome, who are called to be saint …I am eager to preach the gospel to 
you… For I am not ashamed of the gospel: it is the power of God for salvation to every one who has faith…God 
shows his love for us in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us….If you confess with your lips that 
Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. …For there is no 
distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and bestows his riches upon all who call upon 
him..  
 
Epistle to the Romans Paul of Tarsus c 57 AD  
 
 
 
Document #2: According to the author, why would Christianity be attractive to people.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Document #3 In order to put an end to these rumors Nero provided scapegoats and visited most fearful 
punishments on those popularly called Christians, a group hated because of their outrageous practices. The 
founder of this sect, Christus, was executed in the reign of Tiberius by the procurator Pontius Pilatus. Thus the 
pernicious superstition was suppressed for the while, but it broke out again not only in Judaea, where this evil 
had its origin, but even in Rome, to which all obnoxious and disgraceful elements from everywhere in the world 
and receive a large following….A vast multitude was convicted…because of their hatred of humanity. Their 
executions were made into a sport in that they were covered with skins of wild beasts and torn to pieces by 
dogs, or they were fastened to crosses or wrapped with inflammable materials so that ..they could be burned to 
serve as torches in the night…  
 
Roman historian Tacitus describing events of AD 64.  
 
 
Document #3: According to this historian, how were Christians treated during the reign of Nero? 
 
 
 
 
Document #4 It was in the nineteenth year of the reign of Diocletian, in the month …called April by the 
Romans, about the time of the feast of our savior's passion, while Flavianus was governor of the province of 
Palestine, that letters were published everywhere, commanding that the churches be leveled to the ground and 
the Scriptures be destroyed by fire, and ordering that those who held places of honor be degraded, and that 
imperial freedmen, if they persisted in the profession of Christianity, be deprived of freedom. Such was the 
force of the first edict against us. But not long after, other letters were issued commanding that all the bishops of 
the churches, everywhere be first thrown into prison, and …be compelled to sacrifice [to the gods] ....... 
 
Eusbius during the reign of Diocletian (284 AD-305AD)  
 
 
Document #4: According to this document, what steps were taken regarding Christians by the government?  
 
 
 
Document #5 Amongst our other measures for the advantage of the Empire, we have hitherto endeavored to 
bring all things into conformity with the ancient laws and public order of the Romans. We have been especially 
anxious that even the Christians, who have abandoned the religion of their ancestors, should return to 
reason… After the publication, on our part, or an order commanding Christians to return to the observance of 
the ancient customs, many of them, it is true, submitted in view of the danger, while many others suffered death. 
Nevertheless, since many of them have continued to persist in their opinions…we, with our wonted clemency, 
have judged it is wise to extend a pardon even to these men and permit them once more to become Christians 
and reestablish their places of meeting; in such manner,, however, that they shall in no way offend against good 
order…  
 
Edict of Emperor Galerius 311 AD  
 
 
Document #5: What did Galerius want from the Christians? How did he ultimately decide to treat them?  
 
 



 
Document #6 It is our desire that all the various nations which are subject to our Clemency and Moderation, 
should continue in the profession of that religion which was delivered to the Romans by the divine Apostle 
Peter, as it hath been preserved by faithful tradition…We authorize the followers of this [religion] to assume the 
title of Catholic Christians; but as for the others, since, in our judgement, they are foolish madmen, we decree 
that they shall be branded with the …name of heretics…They will suffer in the first place the chastisement of 
the divine condemnation, and in the second the punishment, in accordance with the will of Heaven, [we] shall 
decide to inflict. Let them be entirely excluded from the thresholds of churches, since we permit no heretics to 
hold their unlawful assemblies in the towns. If they attempt any disturbance, we decree that their fury shall be 
suppressed and that they shall be expelled outside the walls of the cities…  
 
Code of Theodosius I 379-395AD  
 
 
Document #6: According to this document, who were heretics and how were they to be treated by the emperor? 
 
 
 
Document # 7  
 
Pliny to Trajan 
 ……. I have never been present when Christians have been put on trial. So I do not know how they are usually 
punished. I am also not sure what efforts I have to make to go out and find them…….. This is what I have done 
with those who were named to me as Christians. I had them brought in and asked them face-to-face if they were 
Christians. If they said “Yes”, I asked them a second time. If they still said “Yes”, I asked them a third time. 
And this time I threatened them with punishment. If they still said “Yes”, I ordered them to be beheaded. . . 
There are some people who say that they are not Christians. They also say that they have never been Christians. 
When I get these in court they repeat after me Roman prayers to Roman gods. They then burn incense and offer 
wine to the gods…… These are some people who say they were once Christians. I have put off any more trials 
and I have run to you for help. I must have your advice because there are so many people who are at risk. 
 
Trajan to Pliny 
You did the right thing, my Secundus, in “shaking out” the cases of those who were named to you as Christians. 
There is no one rule which will cover everything. The matter is so complex.  But the Christians must not be 
hunted out. If they are named and proved Christians, they must be punished. If someone says he is not a 
Christian and shows it by praying to our Roman gods, then grant him a pardon. He has repented and that will 
do. Do this even to those who may be suspected of having been Christian in the past… Do not take any notice 
of lists of names that have no significance. They must not be used as evidence in the court of law. That sort of 
thing is a very poor example to others. It is not the sort of thing I want to be remembered for. 
 
Pliny, Letters 10.96-97 
 
 
Document # 7: According to this source, what do the letters show about the attitudes of Roman officials toward 
Christianity? 
 
 
Document #7:  According to this source, why was Trajan opposed to actively “hunting out” Christians? 


